
Drs. Manfred Hoffmann and Elisabeth 
(Betsy) Lunz of Decatur, Georgia 

have recently established a charitable gift 
annuity with the Georgia United Method-
ist Foundation. This significant future gift 
designates the Atlanta-based Foundation 
of Wesley Woods as the beneficiary.

Manfred Hoffmann is a theologian, 
minister and professor who served as 
a pastor in Heidelberg, Germany after 
earning his doctorate in theology there. 
In 1960, he was invited to join the faculty 
at Emory University’s Candler School of 
Theology. Since his retirement as professor 
of historical theology in 1997, Manfred 
has served as Theologian in Residence at 
Peachtree Road UMC in Atlanta. Betsy 
Lunz, after a career as a professor of 
literature, was ordained a Presbyterian 
minister in 1980. She joined her husband 
at Peachtree Road UMC in 1998, where 
she served as minister of education and 
pastoral care. After retiring in 2010, she 
continues there as part-time minister of 
visitation.

Manfred and Betsy first learned about the 
generosity of planned giving through the 
witness of Peachtree Road members. After 
Betsy attended a luncheon sponsored by 
the Foundation of Wesley Woods, they 
began to think about making a charitable 
gift to benefit the Wesley Woods Center. 
They then shared their thoughts with a 
Georgia United Methodist Foundation 
board member. She suggested they talk 
to Rev. Charles (Chuck) W. Savage II, 
Georgia United Methodist Foundation 
president.

With the Peachtree Road congregation, 
they had given annually to the Mother’s 
Day Offering, but wanted to do something 
more. Betsy said, “We already knew 
about Wesley Woods because family and 
church members have been blessed by 
the expert nursing care provided in their 
facilities.” Manfred, who had taught and 
supervised students in the chaplaincy at 
Wesley Woods, adds, “We are proud of 
our colleagues who serve as chaplains at 
Wesley Woods through the Emory Center 
for Pastoral Services.”

Betsy said, “We were delighted to discover 
we would receive a fixed guaranteed 
income for life, while supporting Wesley 
Woods and a Methodist ministry in 
Georgia. The charitable gift annuity 
gave us the opportunity to give more 
generously than we thought we were able 
to do because of the tax benefits.”

“Each of us has the opportunity to plant 
and to water, but it is God who always 
brings the increase,” Chuck said. “We 
do know that the seed that Manfred 
and Betsy have planted will provide 
an increase for the ministry at Wesley 
Woods.”

Manfred and Betsy agree that they have a 
new sense of peace in knowing that their 
gift will be distributed to benefit a worthy 
ministry, which will continue after their 
deaths. The Foundation of Wesley Woods 
provides support for the care of persons 
who are aging or suffering from such 
diseases as Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s and 
Huntington’s.
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The Foundation 
Offers:

     Fundraising Services to 
assist churches and entities 
with capital campaigns.

     Investment Services to 
manage and grow funds 
entrusted to us.

    Lending Services to extend 
low-interest loans to churches 
and entities wishing to 

   refinance debt or build, 
    expand or renovate facilities.

     Endowments to establish a 
permanent source of income 
to support programs and 
ministries.

   Planned Giving Services to 
connect United Methodists to 
causes that matter.

   Grants and Scholarships to 
support vital ministries and 
future leaders of the Church.

Drs. Manfred Hoffmann and Elisabeth Lunz
A Planned Giving Testimony

MULTIPLYING RESOURCES FOR MISSION AND MINISTRY

Faith & Money



WELCOME!

2

Investment Performance and Rates

Certificates 4-Year 3-Year 2-Year 1-Year

Current Rates 2.50% 2.00% 1.50% 1.30% 

Rates as of March 2012. For current  rates, please call the Foundation at 770-449-6726 or 
877-220-5664. All rates are subject to change without notice.

Development Fund Rates
The Development Fund offers United Methodist churches, entities and               
individuals in Georgia attractive interest rates, while providing the financial          
resources to support the Loan Fund.

     Types Terms Rates

Construction Less than 1 Year 5.80% Fixed

Permanent Up to 20 Years 4.80% **

** Fixed Rate for 5 years. Interest rate is adjusted at the end of each fifth year of the permanent loan. 
Loan rates are subject to change without notice. For current rates, please call the Foundation at 
770-449-6726 or 877-220-5664.

Loan Fund Rates
The Loan Fund offers below-market rates to United Methodist churches          
and entities in Georgia wishing to refinance debt or build, expand or            
renovate facilities.

The Foundation manages over $85 million of investment funds on behalf 
of United Methodist churches and entities in Georgia.

Investment Funds      Quarter             1-Year Average     2-Year Average     3-Year Average
  

as of 12/31/11         as of 12/31/11      as of 12/31/11      as of 12/31/11

Equity Fund*           9.37% -3.90% 6.40% 13.39%

Fixed Income Fund  1.03% 6.45% 5.75% 6.80%

Returns are net of fund fees. Past performance is not an indication of future results. Both funds 
are invested according to the Socially Responsible Investment Principles of The United Methodist 
Church. *With a change in the Foundation’s investment program implemented on 12/31/09, the 
performance record shown is that of our new investment manager.

Charitable Gift Annuity

A charitable gift annuity with the Georgia United 
Methodist Foundation offers you a way to give 
to your local church or favorite United Methodist 
ministry, while receiving fixed payments for life, 
as well as an immediate charitable income tax 
deduction. 
 
The Foundation uses the following rate schedule 
prepared by the American Council on Gift 
Annuities. Rates are effective January 1, 2012. 
For more information, please call 770-449-6726 
or 877-220-5664.
 

Single-Life Gift Annuity Rates*

* Rates for a two-life gift annuity are available upon request.

Age     Rate

65        4.7%

66        4.8%

67        4.8%

68        4.9%

69        5.0%

70        5.1%

71        5.3%

72        5.4%

73        5.5%

74        5.7%

75        5.8%

76        6.0%

77        6.2%

78        6.4%

79        6.6%

80        6.8%

81        7.0%

82        7.2%

 83        7.4%

 84        7.6%

 85        7.8%

 86        8.0%

 87        8.2%

 88        8.4%

 89        8.7%

 90+      9.0%

Age     Rate Age     Rate

I love the 
line, “God 
doesn’t call 
the equipped, 
He equips the 
called.” As 
you read the 
testimonies 

in this issue of Faith & Money, 
you will discover that we are 
all instruments in God’s master 
plan. If you are willing, as is 
the case with Drs. Manfred 
Hoffmann and Elisabeth Lunz, 
Rev. Kuok-Ding and Lilyc Lau, 
Elijah Moore, and the pastors 
and members of Harvest Point 
UMC and St. Peter UMC, 
God will use you in whatever 
role is necessary to increase 
His kingdom. If we can be of 
service, please call 770-449-6726 
or 877-220-5664 or visit 
www.gumf.org or 
www.gumfplannedgiving.org.

Be Blessed!

Charles W. Savage II 
President



Mission of Rev. Kuok-Ding and Lilyc Lau is to Glorify God

The Decatur, Georgia split-level 
home of Rev. Kuok-Ding Lau 

and his wife Lilyc is humble, warm 
and inviting. It is filled with memo-
ries of their 51 years together – a life 
firmly built on the foundation of 
Jesus Christ.

Ding is a third-generation Methodist 
and a second-generation Methodist 
pastor. His parents migrated from 
South China to Malaysia in the 
1920s. Ding earned multiple degrees 
including a licentiate in theology 
from Trinity Theological College in 
Singapore and a Bachelor of Arts, 
Master of Arts and Specialist in 
Education degrees at what was then 
called George Peabody College for 
Teachers in Nashville, Tennessee. 
The college merged with Vanderbilt 
University in 1979. He also holds a 
Master of Education degree from the 
University of Toronto in Canada.

While in Malaysia, Ding held 
a principalship in a Methodist 
Mission School, served as principal 
of Government Teachers Training 
Colleges and accepted appointments 
as an ordained Methodist minister 
in the Sarawak Chinese Annual 
Conference. As a young woman, 
Lilyc answered God’s call to become 
a Methodist missionary in East 
Malaysia. Diminutive and soft-
spoken, you would never guess she 
braved river rapids to share the

gospel with headhunting tribes on 
the island of Borneo. She is also 
passionate about education and 
has taught for 36 years, including 
15 years in elementary, high school 
and Government Teachers Training 
Colleges in Malaysia. Lilyc holds a 
diploma in theology and Bachelor 
of Science and Master in Education 
degrees.

In 1978, Ding and Lilyc migrated 
to the United States. Ding served 
as pastor at Centertown UMC in 
the Louisville Conference and as 
a lecturer at Kentucky Wesleyan 
College. He was transferred to the 
North Georgia Conference in 1981 
to start the first ethnic Chinese 
congregation for refugees at Oak 
Grove UMC in Decatur. Ding retired 
from the Conference in 1996 and 
continued to teach English as a 
Second Language in the DeKalb 
County School System until 1999.

Lilyc taught school for two years in 
Kentucky and then retired in 2000 
after teaching elementary school for 
19 years in Georgia. They remain 
active and served as volunteer 
summer missionary teachers at the 
Chinese Teachers Training Center 
in East Asia in 2007, 2009 and 2010.

When Ding was 18, he learned a 
lifelong lesson about stewardship. 
To earn money for school, his father

worked out an arrangement with 
a boarding house. In exchange 
for Ding’s help in the kitchen, he 
received free food and lodging.

“I attended a Methodist church, and 
every Sunday they would have an 
offering. I was embarrassed because 
I didn’t have anything to give, so I 
prayed to God to give me a way to 
solve this problem,” Ding said. “My 
dad helped me dig up the ground 
and plant vegetables. I said, ‘God, if 
you bless my little patch of garden, 
every week I will harvest it and take 
it to the market to sell.’ I expected 
to have one harvest a week, but 
God blessed me with two harvests 
a week, and I was able to give back 
one-tenth.”

Everything Ding and Lilyc do is to 
glorify, honor and worship God. 
Although they have limited financial 
resources, they never hesitated to 
invest their hard-earned savings 
in the Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation Development Fund. 
“Putting it in the Foundation is for 
the kingdom work of God,” Lilyc 
said. “We are very conscious that we 
always have to be a witness for Him 
with every breath of our life.”

Ding agrees. “Romans 11:36 says, 
‘For from Him and through Him and 
to Him are all things. To Him be the 
glory forever. Amen,’” he said. “The 
Development Fund is a triple win. 
First, you do God’s will. Secondly, 
you are helping to build more 
churches. Lastly, you get blessings 
from God.”

The Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation Development Fund is 
a unique investment opportunity 
that offers financial and spiritual 
rewards. You will earn above-
average interest rates on 
certificates, while 100 percent of 
your investment will be used to 
fund the growth and expansion 
of United Methodist churches 
and entities in Georgia.
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A Development Fund Investment Story
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St. Peter UMC Reaches New Heights

A Lending Testimony

After St. Andrew UMC and St. 
John UMC of Columbus, Geor-

gia merged in 2004 to become St. Pe-
ter UMC, they realized they not only 
needed a new name and location, 
they also needed a new sanctuary to 
unify the church and accommodate 
an increase in membership. Unfor-
tunately, the sanctuary was finished 
just as the economy tanked in 2008.

“Many of our members lost their 
jobs. We basically ended up with a 
huge debt, and we were struggling 
to pay it,” said Rev. Larry Rollins, 
pastor of St. Peter UMC. Whether 
it was adding staff, planning 
youth trips or replacing carpet, 
there was never enough money. 
This debt, which at times seemed 
insurmountable, became a stumbling 
block to ministry.

When it was time for St. Peter UMC 
to convert their construction loan 
to a conventional loan, the banks 
were in a hesitant lending mode, 
especially to churches. Larry was 
aware that the Georgia United 
Methodist Foundation Loan Fund 
was positioned to help churches find 
financing for projects. 

“There was a sense that surely we 
can do better than what we were 
doing. That’s where the Foundation 
became a blessing to us. We were 
able to refinance our loan at a 
much better rate and reduce our 
costs by almost $24,000 per year,” 
Larry said. “Our church has strong 
committed Christians who have 
done marvelous work. One of the 
blessings of this refinance is that it 
takes the weight off so we can fly.”

And fly they did! When St. Peter 
UMC held its annual stewardship 
campaign this past fall, they had the 
best response ever in the church’s 
history. Larry provided other 
concrete examples of growth and 
change. “In 2010, we ended the year 
$30,000 behind budget and didn’t 
pay apportionments,” he said. “Last 
year, we ended $20,000 ahead of 
budget and paid a large chunk on 
apportionments. This year, we’re 
hoping we’ll be back to paying 100 
percent on apportionments.”

For the first time in years, this 
vibrant, mission-minded community 
of faith is experiencing a financial 
freedom that allows them to reach 
new heights in ministry.

St. Peter UMC
6507 Moon Road

Columbus, GA 31909
706-561-9391

www.stpeterumc.com Rev. Larry Rollins serves as 
pastor of St. Peter UMC.

St. Peter UMC is a vibrant 
community of faith.
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Harvest Point UMC 
Homeward Bound…Trusting God to Lead the Way

A Capital Campaign Celebration

The parallels between the faith 
journey of Abraham and Harvest 

Point UMC in McDonough, Georgia 
are uncanny. Hebrews 11 records 
that, “By faith, Abraham, when 
called to go to a place he would later 
receive as an inheritance, obeyed 
and went, even though he did not 
know where he was going.”

When asked to support a three-
year capital campaign, members 
of Harvest Point UMC responded 
with the same faith and obedience 
that allowed the Israelites to receive 
the Promised Land. They were 
called to pray, stretch their faith 
and sacrifice for a down payment 
on a “permanent” home, which 
would one day allow them to more 
effectively fulfill their mission.

Founder and lead pastor Dr. Steven 
Usry launched Harvest Point UMC 
in April 2001. Since then, this young, 
contemporary-style church has 
moved six times. Members currently 
worship in a 14,000+ square-foot 
warehouse that has inadequate 
parking, poor acoustics and 
insufficient classroom space.

In the spring of 2011, the Harvest 
Point UMC leadership team selected 

Nancy Young Hruschka, director 
of fundraising services with 
the Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation, to conduct a capital 
campaign feasibility study. 
After the findings confirmed the 
congregation’s interest in and 
support of the campaign, Harvest
Point UMC engaged the Foundation 
to provide campaign management 
services. 

“We interviewed several companies 
that simply substituted the names 
and dates on their existing plan,” 
Steven said. “Nancy was different. 
She had a spirit of authenticity and 
grace and a willingness to tailor 
the program to fit our needs. She 
identified very quickly with our 
culture and brought a wealth of 
expertise we didn’t have.”

The “Homeward Bound…Trusting 
God to Lead the Way” campaign 
was publicly launched in October 
2011. The leadership team identified 
two goals: achieve the financial 
results so that Harvest Point UMC 
could build a cash reserve for a 
down payment on a “permanent” 
home and create a powerful sense 
of unity and success amongst its 
members.

Both Steven and campaign chair 
Paul Taylor consider the campaign, 
which raised $502,247, a success. 
“Yes, this was a financial campaign, 
but more importantly, it was a 
period of spiritual growth for our 
church,” Paul said. “It was a time for 
us to realize that God wanted to use 
this campaign to unify us as a body. 
It was also a time to grow our vision 
of what God has called us to be – a 
church who reaches out to the lost 
and hurting in our community and 
abroad.”

“This campaign was a true 
testimony of faith blessed with 
excellent pastoral and volunteer 
leadership who kept the vision first 
and foremost,” Nancy said. “When 
asked to step out in faith, they did, 
all in the name of planting, growing 
and harvesting for eternity’s sake.”

Dr. Steven Usry is the founder 
of Harvest Point UMC.

Harvest Point UMC
225 Technology Parkway
McDonough, GA 30253

770-507-2094
www.harvestpointumc.com
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Elijah Moore Provides
27 Years of Service

Smart, committed and compassionate are the words 
that best describe Elijah (Lige) Moore. A lifelong 
Methodist, it comes as no surprise he combined his 
love for the Lord with his educational and professional 
training to faithfully serve the Church.

Lige received an undergraduate degree in economics 
from Duke University and a master of business 
administration with a concentration in finance from 
The Harvard Business School. After graduation, 
he joined Trust Company of Georgia, which was a 
predecessor of SunTrust. He retired from SunTrust 
in 1988 following a distinguished 35-year career in 
commercial banking.

Over the years, Lige has held several key leadership 
positions in the North Georgia Conference. He has 
also been actively involved in ministry at North 
Decatur UMC and at many organizations including 
Camp Glisson, Habitat for Humanity, Murphy-Harpst, 
the North Georgia United Methodist Housing and 
Homeless Council and the Georgia United Methodist 
Foundation.

Lige has played a vital role in the Foundation’s ministry 
since 1985. He has worn many hats including executive 
director, board president and trustee, chair of the 
investment committee and member of the executive 
committee. His current responsibilities include board 
trustee and chair of the Foundation’s loan committee.

“The Foundation is a wonderful vehicle for serving 
the many ministries of the broader church, as well 
as supporting the financial and operational needs 

of individual churches,” Lige said. “It’s been both very 
helpful and very pleasing to be associated with such 
dedicated and capable people who accomplish worthwhile 
things.”

Lige has not only invested his time, he has also invested 
his financial resources through the Foundation’s planned 
giving services. “My wife Ena and I established two 
charitable gift annuities and an endowment because we are 
keenly interested in supporting the Foundation and other 
Methodist-related ministries,” he said. The charitable gift 
annuities pay Lige and Ena a fixed income for life, while 
giving them the added satisfaction of knowing that the 
funds will one day benefit causes that are near and dear to 
their hearts.

Lige and Ena live in Stone Mountain, Georgia. They have 
been blessed with four children and nine grandchildren.

Sign up to receive e-newsletters at 
www.gumf.org and 

www.gumfplannedgiving.org!


